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The ABS Regional Project titled “Ratification and Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol in the countries of the Pacific Region” is funded by the 

Global Environment Facility (GEF) with co-financing by the ABS Capacity Development Initiative (ABS-CDI) and 14 Pacific Governments who are part of the 

project. The project is implemented by the UN Environment and executed by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). The 

14 Pacific Island Countries participating in the project are: Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, 

Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 
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Dr. Andreas Drews 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Drews is founder and manager of the ABS 
Capacity Development Initiative. He guided the 
transformation of the Africa-focused ABS 
Initiative, which was launched in 2006, into a 
multi-donor platform with long-term funding for 
ABS capacity development in the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific regions. He 
conceptualizes and supports projects and 
trainings on the development and implementation 
of national ABS policies and regulatory 
frameworks as well as the establishment of ABS 
compliant biodiversity-based value chains in 
Africa, Asia and the Pacific. Dr. Drews is a 
biologist by training and holds a PhD in natural 

sciences. He served as a consultant on biological 
pest control and natural resource management, 
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 mainly to programmes of the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit 
(GTZ, today: GIZ) GmbH. From 1995 until 2015 
he advised the GIZ programme ‘Implementing the 
Biodiversity Convention’ on ABS and traditional 
knowledge. Since 2000, he advises the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ) on the ABS process under 
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 
served as a member of the German delegation 
during the negotiations of the Nagoya Protocol on 
ABS. 

   

 
Dr. Alifereti Tawake 

 
 
 
 

 
Experienced Chairperson with a demonstrated 
history of working with communities and 
practitioners in the conservation, natural resource 
management, fisheries management, locally 
managed marine areas (LMMA) and large-scale 
marine management/seascape, climate change 
adaptation field. Skilled in Coastal, Sustainable 
Development, Environmental Issues, Water 
Quality, and Program Evaluation. Strong 
business development professional with a PhD 
focused in Tropical Environmental Studies from 
James Cook University. Dr. Tawake has been the 
lead consultant for Fiji’s Access and Benefit 
Sharing Policy. 
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Mr. Clark Peteru 

 
 
 

 

Mr. Clark Peteru began work in ABS issues in the 
early 1990s working with Samoan communities. 
Engaged in IPR and TK issues, participating in 
the work of the CBD Working Group on art. 8(j) 
as well as WIPO’s IGC. Liaised with other CROP 
agencies on IPR issues regarding trade, 
agriculture, culture and the 
environment. Represented SPREP in a joint 
project with SPC, PIFS and WIPO regarding the 
socialisation of model laws on TK and culture and 
TK and biodiversity. Collaborated over a number 
of years, still ongoing, with the ABS Initiative on 
training workshops on ABS-related themes. 
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Dr. Daniel Robinson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr Daniel Robinson has a background in human 
geography, environmental science and 
environmental law. His papers and books cover 
themes including 'biopiracy', access and benefit- 
sharing relating to biological resources, 
appropriation and regulation of Indigenous 
knowledge, Indigenous/customary laws and 
biocultural protocols, ethical biotrade, political 
ecology, environmental policy and 
management. Daniel also has an interest in the 
environmental and social implications of 
multilateral, regional and bilateral trade rules, and 
has several papers/chapters on the negotiation 
politics of these forums. On these issues, Daniel 
has acted as a researcher and policy advisor for 
the International Centre for Trade and 
Sustainable Development (ICTSD) and with their 
joint project with UNCTAD, The United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and Global 
Environment Facility (GEF), the German 
development implementation agency (GIZ), 
AusAid and Department of Environment, the 
Union for Ethical BioTrade (UEBT), The Pacific 
Islands Forum Secretariat, the National Human 
Rights Commission of Thailand, amongst others. 
Since 2014 Dr Robinson has been a Research 
Fellow with the IP and Innovation team at ICTSD, 
and worked on a book following the WIPO IGC 
on IP and genetic resources, traditional 
knowledge and folklore. Since 2012 the GIZ led 
ABS Capacity-Development Initiative has worked 
with Daniel to help implement the Nagoya 
Protocol on ABS in the Pacific, including several 
Pacific case studies. 
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 Ms ‘Ofa Ma’asi- Kaisamy is the Legal Adviser for 
the SPREP Regional Project on the Ratification 
and Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol in the 
Pacific. She provides expert legal and policy 
advice to the 14 Member countries of SPREP on 
domestic and international ABS issues. She 
recently completed the drafting instructions to 
guide the legislative drafters in Cook Islands, 
Tonga, Palau, Fiji and Samoa to draft regulations 
to implement the requirements of the Nagoya 
Protocol. 

 

In recent years, Ms Kaisamy worked for Climate 
Change and Biodiversity Aid Projects under the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), the Australian Agency for 
International Development and the International 
Climate Change Adaptation Initiative (ICCAI). Ofa 
also served as the Principal Legal Adviser for the 
Tonga Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, 
Information, Disaster Management, Environment, 
Climate Change and Communications before she 
joined SPREP. She has consolidated experience 
in legal and policy advice and project and 
programme development 
She holds a Master of Laws in Environmental 
Law from the Australian National University, a 
Bachelor of Laws from the University of the South 
Pacific and a Diploma of Oceans Law and Policy 
from the Aegean Institute of the Law of the Sea 
and Maritime Law, Rhodes, Greece. 
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 Mr. Geoff Burton is a Senior Visiting Research 
Fellow at the United Nations University, Institute 
of Advanced Studies (UNU IAS). He is part of its 
Biodiplomacy Programme and champions access 
and benefit-sharing to genetic resources (ABS), 
taxonomy and biodiversity conservation. He 
provides expert policy and practical advice to 
countries on domestic and international ABS 
issues. Mr Burton was previously Australia’s 
Competent National Authority on ABS and 
responsible for the development and 
implementation of its national ABS law and 
Policy. For 7 years he led Australia’s negotiations 
on ABS issues leading to the adoption of Nagoya 
Protocol. He has been published on ABS and 
delivered conference papers and presentations 
on ABS and Traditional Knowledge in Canada, 
Germany, Norway, Korea, Japan, Cambodia, 
Laos, India, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Timor Leste, the UK, Switzerland, 
France, and Brazil. 

 

In recent years he has been delivering 
development assistance to Pacific countries. This 
has included the successful GEF Prodoc for the 
Cook Islands and the GEF funded Regional ABS 
Project for the Pacific. In 2016-17 Mr Burton 
attended the UN where he was retained by 
Pacific Island States to provide technical advice 
on marine ABS during negotiations towards an 
Internationally Legally Binding Instrument for 
biodiversity conservation under the UN 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. He is 
currently providing development assistance to the 
Government of Samoa and contributing to a book 
on the implementation of ABS to be published by 
the University Bremen in 2019. 
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